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NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. 


The United States Constitution is ‘a covenant with 
death, and an agreement with hell.’ 

3” ‘ The free States are the guardians and essen- 
' tial supports of slavery. We are the jailers and con- 
| stables of the institution. . . . There is some excuse 
‘for communities, when, under a generous impulse, 
| they espouse the cause of the oppressed in other States, 
and by force restore their rights ; but they are without 
| excuse in aiding other States in binding on men an 
unrighteous yoke. On this subject, oR FATHERS, 1N 
FRAMING THE CONSTITUTION, SWERVED FROM THE 
nicur. We their children, at the end of half a cen- 
tury, see the path of duty more clearly than they, 
and must walk in it. To this point the public mind 
has long been tending, and the time has come for look- 
ing at it fully, dispassionately, and with manly and 
Christian resolution, . . . No blessing of the Union 
can be a compensation for taking part in the enslaving 
ef our fellow-creatures; nor ought this bond to be 
perpetuated, if experience shall demonstrate that it 
ean only continue through our participation in wrong 
doing. To this convietion the free States are tending.” 
—Wutus Exteay Cuasxme 
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VERMONT A. 8S. CONVENTION. 
te An Anti-Slavery Convention was held in 


7 } OY 
REFUGE OF OPPRESSION. 
SOUTHERN RUFFIANISM. 
pondence of the N. ¥. Herald.) 
Monixe, Jan. 8th. 

rye advent in our city of Wm. Strickland, the 

“bookseller, at a time of so mach excite- 

‘or ty the invasion of Nicaragua by the 
.. fyrees, bas created a new outlet of in- 
\ mecting was anonymously advertised 
vg's paper, at the Amphitheatre, ‘ to 
jet of vital importanee.’ ; 


gives some account. It was announced that Gover- 
nor Fletcher, Ex-Governor Slade and Professor Cush- 
ing of Newbury would be present, and address the 
| meeting. This announcement gave to the Conven- 
tion an air of respectability and importance which 
it would not otherwise have obtained. Besides, An- 
ti-Slavery Conventions were a novelty in that sec- 
tion of Vermont, and there was a good attendance. 

The Convention was attended by Pillsbury, Remond, 

apap *. Brown, and other abolition worthies; but of the 

yey. a larg: naum!er assembled at eleven | Republicans announced, only Governor Fletcher was 
iy. Dr. Woodeock, the leader in Strick- | present. The others showed their discretion by 

‘1 Sgpulsion, was ealled to preside, and | keeping away. The resolutions were Garrisonian 

_o{ an exciting character were made by him (throughout, Governor Fletcher made a stand 

J. W. Moore, an old citizen of the county against one of them which was strongly disunion in 
first proposing to inelude Mrs, Strick- | its tendencies, and succeeded in defeating it. 

- an equally dangerous character, disavowing Most of those who attended the Convention seem 
-rillintry to the sex, and recommending | to have been decidedly verdant. They were unpre- 
is), in the most gentlemanly and polite | pared for the progress which the disciples of Garri- 
.» invited to leave the eity. son have made of late—a progress so rapid that the 

“Seriekland had been allowed to remain here a week | people in this region have entirely lost sight of, and 

\rotoarrange his affuirs, unmolested, being * left | never expect to overtake, them. Gov. Fletcher la- 
verely, our citizens; but when it began | bored manfully for the Constitution and the Union, 
»cied that bis real object of visiting Mo- and achieved a triamph—but we venture to pre- 
sto get up « party of sympathizers, and at- | dict that he will never again be canght in a Garriso- 
ty open business here again—having sold out | nian Convention.—Boston Journal. 
rest in Milwaukee to U pson—or, in the event 
ine, ty get up an excitement and again mar- 

t himself at the North, which, it is alleged, 

apparent from bis manner, his defiant and 

ting letter to members of the committee pre- 
is to his arrival, and the various stigmas cast 
nthe honored deceased, Judge Leeésue ; when 
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From the Liberty Bell for 1857. 
THE SLAVE’S ULTIMA RATIO. 


ise facts became known, a feeling of deep indigna- BY J. Me. MCKIM. 
tion was aroused ; and on Tuesday last he was warn- ak . wnt} 
veral of our most prominent citizens to leave Desiring to obtain an authentic account of the 
“ity—the stop being considered necessary to his late reported insurrections in Kentucky, I wrote to 


Had he done so at onee, the excite- | ™Y friend McKim. His reply is as follows :— 
t would have passed away ; but the next day it 
nored he had addressed a note to one of those 
tlemen, expressing his determination to remain— : 
«adding fuel to the fire. There has been no slave insurrection in the South. 
On Thursday, the excitement was intense, and at , Bat, false as these rumore have been, it cannot be 
tthe *Luna-bags’ were out in fall foree—any | said, entirely without qualification, that there has 


With the ‘ weary knife-grinder,’ my response is,— 


‘Story, God bless you! I've none to tell, Sic!’ 


{whom would not have tolerated Strickland’s | been no collusion, of late, among the slaves, nor any 
presence fora moment. © attempt, on their part, to throw off the yoke. On 





To allay the excitement, it was thought best by 


the contrary, they are continually striving and con- 
ir most moderate citizens to call a public meeting, 


jspiring to obtain their freedom ; and with a suc- 
tough many were opposed to it, as tending to ac- | cess, too, of which we have daily the most gratify- 

oplish the very object Strickland had in view—no- | ing proof. Flight, not fight, is the slave's w/tima 

rity and capital at the North—and as attaching | ratio; and many there be that betake themselves to 
two much importanee to the matter, | this last resort. From all along the Atlantic sea- 

\ meeting was, however, called, and apon assem- | board, and from every part of the border States, they 
bling, it was announced that the committee had sat- |‘ fly as a cloud and as doves to their windows.’ 
istactory evidence that Strickland was not in the | They come to us from the interior of Virginia, and 
city or county of Mobile, and an adjournment was | from the Dismal Swamp of North Carolina. They 
moved. But this did not satisfy the ¢ Luna-bugs,’ | reach as by expedients the most ingenious, and 
ala decisive * No’? was the response, with calls for | through sufferings which nothing but the hope of 
wv expression of opinion. An organization was af- | Liberty could make endurable. Exactly fifty—imen, 
feted as above, and Dr. Woodeock, a member of | women and children—have passed through the hands 
tiv old committee, stated that a full report of the | of our Vigilance Committee in the last fortnight ! 
leonmittee, whieh had been rig grees for ob- | Five of them came by sea, in an open skiff, doubling 
Viows reasons, would probably soon be published. capes, on the rocks of which many a stancher bark 
Ils reviewed the action of that committee, and | has foundered! One of the fifty came from Alaba- 
brought to light some facts not generally known, | ma, travelling night after night, as opportunity af- 
anong Which was the fact only hinted by your cor- | forded, on the top of a railroad car! A woman 
respondent at the time, that Strickland is indebted | came to us, last summer, from a Southern port, 
lly to that committee for his own life ; thata par- (packed in a travelling trank! I send you, here- 
ty were out with all the accessories for a ‘ swing,’ | with, a photograph likeness of this heroine, pre- 








al were only prevented from aceomplishing their | senting her as she appeared when the trunk was 
purpose by threats from the committee. 


opened. I will not multiply instances ; but [ could 
Resolutions were adopted, expelling Strickland 
un the city and State, and politely requesting 


tr of perils by sea, and perils by land, and periis among 
Mrs. Strickland also to leave the city, as it was sus- 


false bretliren—escapes achieved and periis encoun- 
petel that she was trying to get up a party to | tered by these brave men and women, compared with 
sustain her hushand’s impertinence, which all adventures of fiction would be acknowl- 

lt is now known that Strickland went up the rail- edged by you to be tame and wonderless. But this 
road in the disguise of a laborer on Wednesday. is no part of my present purpose, which is, to let 
you know, by these facts, that our Anti-Slavery 
movement has crossed the line ; that having remov- 
ed obstacles to the slave’s escape on this side, it has 

ssed over, and now furnishes hlm with facilities 
on the other. The leaven is working even at the 


; sieicdcebuldleaia 
METHODISM AND SLAVERY. 
luring the sessions of the Mississippi Conference 
it Brandon, Bishop Early presented the resolutions 
ofthe Alabama Conference, recommending the strik- 
ing out of the general rule against ‘ selling men, 
wouen and children,’ ete. The Conference concurred 
in the amendment by a vote of 70 to 7. A corres- | 
ulont of the Mississippian wishes to know who 
wore the seven dissenting.—Memphis Appeal, 


merian darkness before prevailed. The slaveholders 
cannot shut it out. White and black, bond and 
free, acknowledge its power. The search laws an 
the lynch laws, the harbor inspectors and the night- 
ly patrols, and every other expedient to arrest dis- 
| deat and hinder ‘ fugacious slaves,” have proved 
‘utterly unavailing. Other railroads are in a de- 
| clining condition, and have stopped their semi-annu- 
| al dividends ; but the Underground has never before 





We join the correspondent of the Mississippian, 
in asking who were the seven dissenting. We want 
to know the names of the seven abolition preachers, 
Wio live and fatten upon the oR! ge of Missianippi. 


\t is due to the high standing and character of the | done so flourishing a business. ‘ 
Mthodist Chareh that the seven negro-worshippers | I rejoice in these multiplying escapes, not simply 
‘sald boexposed, and held ap to the seorn and con- | nor mainly because of the individual vietims who 


! We have no use )are thereby rescued from bondage—though this is 
(or Abolitionists in our State; there is no room for | no small gain to humanity—but becanse of the mo- 
tiem, and their presence should and will not be tol- | ral influence they exert on the whole slave system, 
crated. If we can get the names of the immortal | and the evidence they afford of a change going on in 
~ven, we will promise to give them an advertise- | public sentiment. The tenure by which slave pro- 
ment free of eost, which will make them known all | perty is held all along our borders is greatly weak- 
over the country. We have fully determined to show | ened by these multiplying flights. Human chattels, 
no) favor ty any Abolitionist, no matter what posi- | even when but partially enlightened, constitute a 
tion he may hold, and we shall always denounce, in | very uncertain sort of possession. The ‘ riches’ of 
unweasured terms, sueh characters as vile reptiles, the slaveholders ‘make themselves /egs and fly away.’ 
who ought to be driven from the land. Weaskour Then the public opinion of the North u to ob- 
brethren of the press throughout the State to join | struct the passage of these escaping slaves. It is not 
with us in calling for the names of the seven dissen- | so now. Slave law or no slave law, no active hin- 
ters.— Oxford Mercury. | drance is opposed to their flight. 
abolitionists have made this law of none effect. 


onation of every honest man. 


We add our feeble voice to yours, brother Mercu- The 
ry, and would like to see the seven names in fall 
‘bold face.’ Ferret them out and expose them, 
‘iat the people may know who are opposed to buy- 
ingand selling slaves in Mississippi. —Panola ( Miss.) 
Sar, Jan. 13. 


, who escape from the South are aided by free men, 
‘and free white men. Nine out of ten of all who 
eome to us are brought or aided bither by Southern 
‘men. ‘These are facts which are full of promise. 


FREE SPEECH IN MASSACHUSETTS. * 
The Hall of the Massachusetts House of Represen- 
tatives having been granted for a meeting of the State 


moving towards us with accelerated speed 


‘T sere were two leading reasons for refusing the 
we of the hall to the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Society, either one of which was sufficient. Some 
o! the Republican members voted against the appli- 
“tion for one of these reasons, and some for the 
other. The first of these reasons is, that it is not 
Ptoper to grant the use of the hall to societies or 
other bodies not eonneeted with the Legislature. 
The seeond, and to our mind the strongest, reason 
's, that the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society is an 


| thralled. 
Anti-Stavery OFrrice, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 19, 1857. 





SOUTHERN DESPOTISM. 


cal liberty, is involved in the issues now 





Church, the Constitution and the Union. The far- | saw that slavery could not sustain itself, except b 


ther the Legi ~ ; i i 
ter the Legislature can remove itself from any con- | denying the slaves to be men, or by basing owe 0 | dent the removal from the soil of Virginis of a com- 


A few , Pany of men (Walker's fillibusters) whom he him- 
mpted | Sif has had arrested as prisoners, and whom his 


nection, however indirect, from such a Society, the 
better will it be for the reputation of the State. 
We should have rejoiced, had the Legislatare not 
merely refused the use of the hall to these fanatics, 


cause upon Ss that would exterminate 
rights and liberties of white men as well. 
of the more brutal of the slavocracy have attemp 


ly condemn their dogmas. They sought the use of | however, have preferred the other, and 


the hall of the House of Representatives, in order to 


obtain a quasi legislative sanction for their treason- | nised, and | 
able orgies. They availed themselves of the tole- | people. Witness the vagaries of the notorious Ross, 
mince of the Legislatare to attack, with character- | and the reckless 


stic bitterness, members who had opposed their a 


plicati m. It is deeply to bo regretted, under t prams of Kansas. 


circumstances, that the members of the Legislature 
hal not the moral courage to faes the yeas and nays, 
aud carry out their spontancous convictions of duty.’ |ed, and broken, 


the temple of liberty. This has been 





Bradford, Vt., last week, of which a correspondent , 


tell you of hair-breadth escapes, by flooe and field— | 


South ; the light is beginning to shine where Cim- | 


The labors of the | 


same is in a measure true of the South. The slaves 


co Saget ating pr Asin > ae _had some law on her statute book against this de- 
although it would hardly be safe to fix a day for its struction of property. There are no more slaves in 
arrival, the author of the ‘ Impending Crisis of the that State now than she has use for, and to say 
Anti-@) bee | South ’ cannot be much out of the way when he in- | —s of rendering so many negroes worthless and 
“nb-Siavery Society, the Boston Journal says :— | timates that the centennial anniversary of Americen 1 } A 
independence will find every slave in the land disen- Should be taken away from men, in their second 


The entire question of human rights, and politi- | ber of righteous men to save our 

yw before the 
country in reference to slayery. This was evident se 
“sockition of fanaties, who are at war upon the | to the far-sighted, from the very beginning. They 


the first of these alternatives—have boldly classed |“ P fe 4 

‘at availed themselves of the opportunity to pointed- | the African race with the brutes: the greater part, pirates.’ It Pill dem that the Virginia Legislature 
Aly ‘prd ge , Lave thrown | Ul dem 

taal. nud. boasted, of heveteions, by tine Amerions against the Commonwealth and people of Virginia, 
" y : 


government, in the effort to thrust slavery upon the , 

he liberty of the press is one of the pillars of 
prostrat- 

ly, for years im the/| against the admission of 


| Southern States. In some, the law has established 
a searching censorship—particularly in regard to 
any discussion of the ts of man as man—in- 
cluding, of course, the slave. Citizens of Virginia 
have been tried in courts of law, and condemned for 
receiving and circu/ating anti-slavery papers and 
documents. A colored minister is now ina Maryland 
jail for the crime of reading ‘ Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 
Southern Conventions have passed resolutions against 
‘Northern school books, ealling upon the learned 
‘among them to prepare others to take their place. 
| The Governor of Alabama cails, in his late message, 
‘for a law ‘ prohibiting’ Northern school books. 
We quote his words : 


‘ Severe scrutiny should be exercised, in regard to 
| the use of unsound text-books, in every school in the 
| State. Unfortunately, as yet, our school books and 

teachers are imported from a community in which the 
) prejudices of ignorance and fanaticism, on subjects of 
| vital importance to us, are*propagated. By a pro ili- 
| tion of all books inculcating improper sentiments to 
be taught in the South, we may soon insure the posses- 

sion of text-books, the wokrs of our citizens; and 
build up institutions of learning among us, where the 
| unwholesome heresies of fanaticism will not be incul- 
| cated in the minds of youth.’ 


Would it not be well for this very anxious Gover- 
/nor to ascertain beturehand whether Ais sort of books 
can be had? Literature will hardly spring up at 
the bidding even of a slaveholder. But how pitiful 
—how sad, to see the chief magistrate of a common- 
wealth which holds a place in a confederacy of States 
'claiming to be the only free communities on earth, 
recommending such a censorship of the press as we 
have been in the habit of regarding as congenial on- 
ly to such nations as barbarian Russia, or despotic 
and entree Austria, or the miserable and de- 


Should not the North be ashamed of her Southern 
confederates? How long will, or can the free States 
remain in sworn confederacy with such caricatures 
of free communities? Communities where every 
citizen must go to his slaveholding neighbors, or to 
their government, to learn what he may read, or 
| take from the post-office, or teach his children ! 

| The question now before this nation is the whole 
| question of rights, civil and politieal. Let Southern 
| ideas and plans once prevail, and the conflict between 
despotism and freedom will have to be fought over 
again on American soil, and against a class of men 
calling themselves not merely Republicans, but Dem- 
ocrats !—Covenanter. 

| ; 


LET THE STANDARD BE ERECT. 
Parker Pruusevry, in a recent ietter to the Ohio 
Anti-Slavery Bugle, says :— 











You cannot be indifferent to the prosont interest- 
ing moves on the political chess board. But the 
! revelations come so thick and fast, that those of to- 
| day will be forgotten before this letter reaches your 
| readers, or yourself even, so it will be useless for 
jme to dilate upon them. 
| We mast admire the wondrous forbearance of the 
| Republican Party Leaders and Editors, and their for- 
'gettuthess of the past towards their former foes. 
) They seem more than ready to forgive, at the first 

symptoms of contrition on the part of the worst of 
(them. They are as tender all at once of Senator 
Douglas and Governor Walker, as Methodist minis- 
| ters ure of young men and maidens whom they have 
frightened to the ‘ anxious seat.’ Verily, their cha- 
|rity is almost infinite! It covers a multitude of 
| sins, and of sinners to boot. Probably they have 
| visions of 1860 before them—so also have Senator 
| Douglas and Governor Walker, Caleb Cushing and 
| Judge Loring: and they arerapidly repenting against 
| that evil day. Let us pray that the latter may not 
| be discouraged in his hopeful course, by any rash 
| step on the part of the Massachusetts authorities to 
| eject him from the office he holds, though it he in 
| defiance of law and right. What can Mr. Giddings 
{mean by his letter to the Ohio Statesman, copied 
j inte a late Bugle? Can he suppose the Sout: can 
'do aught but 5 wl at such empty fulminations ? 
| Was there not a western man once who said of mus- 
netoes, ‘ Their buzz is worse than their lite?’ To 
| think of men making a solemn league and Union of 
| States, half to hold slaves, with the other balf to 
jhelp them, first, by making slavery respectable, 
honorable, patriotic and pious, and then by armies 
{and navies to hold the slaves in subjection ; to think 
‘of men deliberately and cordially doing this, and 
then coolly voting themselves stx THOUSAND DOLLARS 
APIECE OR MORE, a8 compensation for a —— of vis- 
its, or visitations, as the case may be, to Washing- 
ton, and then to talk of hanging one another for 
doing what all have agreed may be done, and what 
all are pledged to help to do, directly or indireetly ; 
all this is surely a spectacle not often given mortal 
eyes to behold! 

But for the Union, the South could not do one of 
those ‘deeds for which Mr. Giddings would put so 





many to death. Ishould be unwilling to hang re 
body. But the sworn and pledged supporters of the 


{Union and Constitution here at the North are, to 
| my own apprehension, the men of all others, who 
| deserve the halter. Most certainly, they violate adi 
| good taste, as well as sound morality and justice, 
| when they threaten to inflict death on the principal 
\in a crime which never could be committed, only 
| while they themselves act directly as the accessories. 


>_> 





Deatn-Bep Forurs. The Baltimore Sun sa 
| that the will of the late George W. P. Custis di- 
| rects that all his slaves, some two or three hundred, 
‘shall be set free within the next five years, leaving 
vide the necessary funds 


jit to his executors to 
‘from the commonwealth. It is high time Virginia 


| misera 


e for the remainder of their lives, the power 


childhood, of removing so much labor from the in- 
dustry of the State-—Charleston Courier. 


What a blessed thing it is that the power to enact 
and enforce our laws is not vested in such creatures 
as the editors of the Charleston Courier! Ifit were, 
it would require the graces of a vastl ter pum- 

lath pa it would 
to have saved Sodom.—Telescope. 








Awnotusr War. The Riehmond (Va.) Whig sug- 
| gests that ‘steps be taken to demand of the Presi- 


| naval officers represent and denounce as outlaws and 


shall ‘ pass a bi anding of the Federal Govern- 
|ment reparation for the offence it has committed 


| and if reparation should be denied, then a 


rsistence, backed by the national tion of war should follow, and the rights of the State 


be vindicated at the point of the bayonet!” - 





te" The official vote of Oregon was 5000 against 
slavery, 4000 in favor of the Constitution, 7 





Ghe Liberator. 








ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Anti-Slavery Society was held in Boston, on 
Thursday and Friday, January 28th and 29th. 

The Society assembled on Thursday morning at 
Mercantile Hall, and was called to order at 104 
o'clock by the President, Francis Jackson. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed by the Chair 
to nominate two Assistant Secretaries, and the usual 
Committees. 

The chair appointed Ebenezer D. Draper, Samuel 
May, Jr., and Maria W. Chapman, as this Committee, 

While the Committee were preparing their report, 
Assy Keviey Fosrer took the floor, and addressed 
the meeting. She briefly reviewed the anti-slavery 
field, and proceeded to make a very earnest and 
effective appeal to the men and women present, to re- 
new their efforts, to engage with a zeal transcending 
all the past in labors to propagate our principles, and 
to bring about what is so greatly needed,—a thor- 
ough anti-slavery revival. A sketch of her remarks 
follows. 

Mrs. Foster said—We in the North, many years 
ago, sought to accomplish the freedom of the slave. 
But we soon found that we needed to strive for our 
own freedom—that our liberties were gone—that we 


. ~, + had not ved that eternal vigilance which is the 
based governments of Rome, or Naples, or Spain! be art ree * 

| price of liberty. 
| was to be effected. But we were a small, unpopular 


‘and scattered body, without means of moving the peo- 


The recovery of our own liberties 


ple, except by telling them truths which they were 
unwilling to hear. 

The Church had great machinery for propagand- 
ism, but no care for liberty. I begin to fear that we, 
the Abolitionists, are getting into too quiescent a state. 
The places which were once actively and earnestly 
anti-slavery have become cold. Lynn, far example, 
has become indifferent in regard to slavery, though a 
great majority of the people are active or passive sup- 
porters of slavery. Why isthis? Is slavery yet abol- 
ished? No. x 
There is yet a work for us to do—and without this, 
nothing will be effected. As Napoleon justly said, 
nothing is done while any thing remains to be done. 
We cainvut trust to Republicans: compromise is ru- 
ining them. 

What és our business? What is the needful work 

of the present time? Itis that every man and woman 
who clearly sees the work to be done should go out 
among the people, and get up revival meetings. A 
revival of anti-slavery feeling and action is the thing 
needed. At present, we have only revivals of pro- 
slavery religion, throngs in the churches, and conse- 
crations of the Sabbath. They do not in the least 
comprehend that slavery is the sin of sins. The 
churches and the clergy now give the people just 
anti-slavery enough to keep them away from our 
meetings, and to keep up the pretence that they are 
doing all that is necessary in regard to slavery. 
A new generation has grown up since our senti- 
ments were first proclaimed. We are to educate this 
rising generation. Children are capable of under- 
standing our principles, and should be taught them. 
A nation is free in proportion as it is intelligent and 
virtuous; and only as it is intelligent and virtuous can 
it keep itself free, or make others free, The adult 
pro-slavery generation must pass away befure the mass 
of the people can receive anti-slavery truth. We 
seem to have forgotten the immensity of the labor we 
have to perform. 

In this meeting, we want to lay out work. We 
want every Abolitionist from every little town to ask 
the General Agent to send a lecturer to his town, and 
engage to raise his salary and expenses. I am ready 
to do this for Worcester. We want a revival in Wor- 
cester. Those Republicans in Worcester who would 
formerly have said that the town could never become 
so degraded as to elect Isaac Davis, the very incarna- 
tion of hunkerism, for their Mayor, actually voted for 
him themselves. Compromise brought them to this ; 
and such is always the tendency of compromise. 


I want a series of resolutions to express our sense of 
the need of repeating our first anti-slavery work—of 
getting up meetings fer the revival of anti-slavery 
feeling—protracted meetings, of a week or two weeks, 
or for a whole winter. If we do not accomplish this 
work of striking off the chains of the slave, our chil- 
dren will be in a worse condition than we were in, 
thirty years ago. 

The Nominating Committee presented the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted, and the persons 
named duly appointed :— 


For Business Committee— Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
Wendell Phillips, Edmund Quincy, Maria W. Chap- 
man, Mehitable Haskell, Stephen 8. Foster, C. L, 
Remond, Parker Pillsbury, Henry C. Wright. 

For Committee to Nominate Officers — Edmund 
Quincy, of Dedham; E. D. Draper, of Milford ; 
Warren Low, of Essex; William Ashby, of Newbu- 
ryport; Charles F, Hovey, of Boston; Lewis Mc- 
Lauthlin, of Pembroke; Perley King, of Danvers; 
Otis G. Cheever, of Wrentham; H. W. Blanchard, 
of Dorchester, 

For Finance Committee—Abby Kelley Foster, Lewis 
Ford, Reuben H. Ober, Susan B. Anthony, Henry 
W. Carter, ; 

For Assistant Secretaries—Samuel May, Jr., Charles 
K. Whipple. 

The Treasurer’s Report, owing to the absence of the 
Treasurer by illness, was read by S. May, Jr. [This 
Report will be found printed in another place. 

Voted, To accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

The General Agent of the Society, Samvuet May, 
Jr., then presented and read a brief Annual Statement 
of the Society’s operations during the year past. 

Voted, That Mr. May’s Annual Statement be ac- 
cepted and printed. : 

Voted, That the hours of 24 and 7 o'clock be as- 
signed for the afternoon and evening sessions of the 
Annual Meeting. 


stateof the Anti-Slavery cause in the city of his resi- 
dence, to which reference had been made (as an illus- 





‘state of anti-slavery feeling and action in Lynn, and 
attributed it to various causes. He spoke of the finan- 
cial troubles ot the year past as one of these causes; 
and also spoke of the fact that many, who had for- 
merly been active in the Anti-Slavery cause, now al- 
lowed themselves to be absorbed in the so-called 
Spiritual movement, and walked no more with us. 
But he was by no means discouraged, and he declared 
himself inflexibly and unchangeably devoted to the 
Anti-Slavery cause. 

Mr. Garrison took the floor, and spoke of the 
storm without, and of the storm of opposition which 
our cause has ever had to encounter; yet, said he, 
our cause has ever been, and now is, ‘ onward, right 
onward.’ He adverted to Mr. Buffum’s remarks about 
the financial crisis, and agreed with him that slavery 
was the root and cause of it. He differed from Mr. 
Buffum in what he had said about Spiritualism. If 
the Spiritualists had ever thrown the influence of 
their movement against the Anti-Slavery cause, he 
was not aware of it. Should they do so, he would be 
among the first to rebuke and condemn them. Until 
they did, he saw no propriety in censuring their be- 
lief or their course. 

A brief diseussion on the question of Spiritualism, 
in its relations to Anti-Slavery, here took place, in 
which Messrs. Buffum and Garrison aud Mrs, Foster 
took part. 

Mr. Hoven, of Lynn, vindicated the people of 
that city as anti-slavery, though not Abolitionists. 
They think the measures of the Abolitionists imprac- 
ticable. ‘They believe in the Union, and do not desire 
its dissolution, But they claim to be anti-slavery, 
nevertheless. 


Arrernoon. The President in the chair. 

Sreruen 8S. Fostex addressed the meeting. Agree- 
ing with the speakers of the morning in most that had 
been said in regard to the position and progress of the 
cause, he differed with all of them in regard to the 
thing to be done. Mrs. Foster and others had urged 
that our efforts should be redoubled, and an anti-sla- 
very revival be kindled. ‘It cannot be done,’ said 
Mr. Foster. ‘The community cannot be aroused as 
they were in the early days of the cause. We have, 
beyond dispute, effected a great work in the land. 
But the cause proper is not now gaining ground. 
Receipts into the treasury remain about where they 
were five years ago. Adherents to the cause are no 
more numerous ; indeed, the number of those who 
NOW refuse to vote under the T!. §, Constitution is 
much smaller than it was. What is to be done? 
The old agencies are no longer sufficient. The people 
look upon our remedies as impracticable; the disso- 
lution of the Union they deem impossible. I cannot 
satisfy myself, Mr. President, of the utility of the 
measures we are recommending, and therefore I cap- 
not satisfy others. Our people believe in a govern- 
ment of force; but we are asking them to take an 
essentially non-resistant position, which is wholly in- 
adequate to the exigencies of the case. They wish 
tovote. They wish to testify, once a year at least, to 
the whole nation, that there are so many men who go 
against slavery. And it has been the study of my 
life, the last two or tliree years, to discover some way 
in which the Abolitionists might use their right of 
franchise against the Slave Power. It is my convic- 
tion, as Mr. Phillips and as this Society said ten years 
ago, that the slave never can get his freedom except 
over the ruins of the American Union; and I seek a 
method of voting which shall not commit any man 
who uses it tothe support of the Union. Now, I be- 
lieve the rank and file of the people do not care a 
straw for the Union. We need to employ such wis- 
dom as that of the Roman Catholic Church, which 
uses all its members, and finds work for all adapted 
to their several capacities. Now, all cannot do the 
same things which Mr. Garrison and Mrs. Foster can 
do, and which they do so well. But others,who cannot 
do their labors, can carry a ballot, and they long to 
carry one for freedom.’ 


Rev. T. W. Hicornson, of Worcester, addressed 
the meeting. With all Mr. F.’s ingenuity, unsur- 
passed by that of any other, he has never been able to 
construct a political platform upon which even asym- 
pathizer with himself could stand, nor one even upon 
which he can stand h-mself. He charges that this 
Society is a non-resistant one. It is a non-conform- 
ist Society, Mr. President, and that you must of ne- 
cessity be, so long as you are men of conscience. Mr. 
Foster is absolutely right, I think, in saying that this 
Society has never found work enough, and various 
enough, for its members and friends to do. I have 
always deemed this a defect. The morai position of 
this Society is the highest and noblest possible; but 
their practical position does not take hold of the mind 
of the community. 

Mr. Garrison, in a few remarks, replied with great 
force and most convincing logic to the charge of 
Messrs. Foster and Higginson, that we are giving this 
people nothing tu do. It is our business, he said, to 
speak the truth, even though we know they will not 
hear. ‘They will not hear thee,’ so God warned his 
prophet, ‘for they will not hear me. Nevertheless, 
thou shalt speak my words untothem.’ It ismy duty 
to declare the truth itself, and I am not responsible 
for the manner in which this people reeeive it or re- 
jectit. Itis my duty to warn them. It is not my 
duty to contrive ways for men in Union with slavery, 
and determined to vote without regard to the moral 
character of their act, to carry out their low idea, 
and I shall do no such work. We show Massachu- 
setts her sin and her shame, through her ‘connection 
with the slaveholding States; we show her, and she 
sees, her powerlessness to protect her own citizens, 
or to enforce her own laws in her own streets against 
a solitary Virginian slave-huntcr; and we demand of 
her, in the name of the living God, that she break this 
base, disgraceful chain, and stand erect and self-re- 
specting. Is this not work to do, and work enough? 

Adjourned. 


Evenrna. Errixa nam L. Carron, of Worcester, a 
Vice President, in the chair. 


Huwry C. Wricut was the first speaker. 
He said, I think I see the difficulty that lies a 


James N. Burrum, of Lynn, remarked upon the| the basis of our affairs. We have a great deal of 


wasted, misdirected effort in this country. Slavery 
will be overthrown when we come to believe that 





tration) by Mrs. Foster. He acknowledged the low | man is superior to all his incidents and circumstances 


—that the Constitution is made for man, and not 
man for the Constitution. If the Government and 
the Constitution cannot exist'without slavery, away 


with them! I have no more reverence for the Con-_ 


stitution than I have for a trading 
is the only object of my reverence. 

I asked a prominent Democrat, who denied my 
statement that the Union was too dearly purchased 
by the enslavement of a single human being, whether 
he would see his daughters sold on the auction-block 
to save the Union. Two beautiful little girls sat 
with him, one on each side. He looked first at one 
and then at the other, and they smiled in his face in 
childish unconsciousness of the fearful import of the 
question. He seemed to‘realize for the first time 
what slavery is, and what it includes; and he vio- 
lently answered—‘ I'd see the Union in hell first !’ 

If the people of this country wouid spend half the 
time in interpreting the constitution that God has 
impressed on their bodies and souls, that they do in 
studying and reverencing their political Constitution, 
we should have more rectitude and more freedom. 

Reverence for man, for woman, for the child, is the 
basis upon which our principles must rest. The God 
who speaks within us is the one to whom we are ac- 
countable. 


Wenpett Paris followed, in a speech an hour 
long, in which he vindicated the policy of the Society 
as a practical and efficient method of action, and 
keenly criticised the measures and leading men of the 
Republican party. An extended report of his remarks 
will appear hereafter. 


Cuartes L. Remonp (who had just returned from 
the State Anti-Slavery Convention in Vermont) gave 
an interesting account of its proceedings. He said 
the Convention was a successful one, although the 
full Gospel of Anti-Slavery was then heard there for 
the first time. There was a shrinking, at first, on 
the part of many from the radical truths spoken; 
but some of these very persons made obvious progress 
in the reception of truth, and the Governor of the 
State attended the sessions, and took part in the dis- 
cussions. 

The Disunion question was freely discussed, and 
though this was strong meat for them, some thought 
that, had the question been pressed, a majority would 
have voted for it. © e 

So far as the people of Bradford are concerned, said 
Mr. Remond, there is great encouragement for their 
continuance in anti-slavery well-doing. 


Parker Prurspury also spoke in regard to the 
Vermont Convention, at which he was present. It 
was largely attended, and the discussions exceeding- 
ly interesting. The spirit manifested by Gov. Fletch- 
er in the discussions was excellent, though he did 
not endorse the strongest doctrine of our Society ; 
but before he left, he said that his respect for the 
Union had been greatly weakened since he went into 
the Convention, and that, while he must stand by the 
Constitution, still, he could not say that he should re- 
gard the dissolution of the Union as any very great 
calamity. He (Mr. P.) replied that he would not 
find any great fault with the Constitution, after the 
Union was dissolved! (Laughter.) The Disunion 
resolution was not pressed, but all the rest (and 
some of them were couched in strong terms) were 
passed unanimously ; and he believed that, had the 
Disunion resolution been put to vote, it would have 
been carried two to one. (Applause. ) 


Mr. Pillsbury said, since it was getting fashionable 
for Governors to attend anti-slavery meetings, he 
hoped an invitation would be sent to Governor Banks 
to attend thls anniversary. He did not know that 
His Excellency would find it convenient to come; 
but he would very likely repent, by and by, that he 
didn’t. His friend Remond and himself had come 
home feeling pretty proud, they had been in such 
excellent company; and he thought Mr. Phillips 
rather severe when he said that the anti-slavery man 
who had any reputation or popularity left had not 
done his duty; for if this were now to be the test, 
his friend Remond and himself were gone for it ! 
(Laughter and applause.) 


The speaker said he thought slavery had wrought 
its most fearful work upon the people of the North,— 
that the guilt and criminality of the slaveholder had 
more than its counterpart in the non-slaveholding 
States, and that the disgrace and debasement of the 
slave is more than paralleled by the character of the 
mass of the people of the free States; and it seemed 
to him, that before we could reach the slave, we had 
a revolution to achieve in our own behalf ten thou- 
sand times more momentous than that of '76, and he 
was very far from believing that it could be wrought 
out by any other than the same means. 

Who feels the crime, and curse, and guilt of slave- 
ry? There is a lurking conviction against the ezten- 
sion of slavery, but even that is fast dying out, and 
the N. Y. Tribune is to-day laboring to prepare the 
people of the North to accept Kansas as a slave State, 
if it shall be admitted as such. This is one of those 
instances where ! 

* Vice is a monster of such hideous mien 
As, tobe hated, needs but to be seen ; 
But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace !’” 

There is not one-tenth part of the moral indigna- 
tion burning in the hearts of the people of the North 
to-day, against the admission of Kansas as a sla 
State, that there was, in 1843, against the issi 
of Texas as a slave State. He took the occasion to 
remind his audience in Vermont, that, at that time, 
they had distinguished men, who, with John Quincy 
Adams, signed the remonstrance against the admis- 
sion of Texas, and demanded that the Union be dis- 
solved, rather than Texas be made a part of it. Then 
he enumerated the outrages that had followed in such 
quick and fearful succession—the Mexican war, the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, the repeal of the Missouri Com- 
promise, the outrages in Kansas, the almost butchery 
of a Massachusetts Senator, the Dred Scott decision— 
and then he appealed to Gov. Fletcher and his con- 
stituency there present, to know, if Gov. Slade were 
wise and prudent in 1843, in counselling the dissolue 
tion of the Union only for the annexation of Texas, 
what ought to be said of a Governor who, to-day, in 
view of this long chapter of horrors, cautions the peo- 
ple against any thing so rash and so perilous as the 





Gissolution of the American Union? And he would 
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